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February 6- 
The President, Dr. Ruschenberoer, in the chair. 
Thirty-seven members present. 



February 13. 
The President, Dr. Rusohenberger, in the chair. 
Twenty-nine members present. 

The following papers were presented for publication : — 

" On the Fishes of Northern Indiana." By D. S. Jordan. 

"On the Genera of North American Fishes " By D. S. Jordan 
and Charles H. Gilbert. 

"List of Plants recently collected on Ship's Ballast in the 
Neighborhood of Philadelphia." By Isaac Burk. 

In conformity with Art. III. Chap. V. of the By-laws, W. S. W. 
Ruschenberger, E. Goldsmith, Persifor Frazer, Jr., Jos. Leidy, 
Geo. A. Koenig, H. C. Humphrey, C. P. Krauth, Wm. H. Dough- 
erty, R. S. Kenderdine, Henry C. Chapman, Alexander Willcocks, 
and W. G. Piatt were constituted the Physics and Chemistry Sec- 
tion of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 



February 20. 
The President, Dr. Ruschenberoer, in the chair. 
Forty-six members present. 

The deaths of Mr. William Struthei's, Dr. Elisha J. Lewis, and 
Dr. Wm. Byrd Page were announced. 

Art. 8, Chap. I. of the By-laws was amended by adding the 
words, " Pi'ovided that no pi'ofessor or assistant-professor in the 
Academy shall occupy the position of councillor — those who are 
ex-offlcio members of council excepted." 

On the Giraffe. — Dr. H. C. Chapman remarked that, in a verbal 
communication on the post-mortem examination of a Giraffe, in 
the Proceedings for 1815, page 401, he described and figured 
the mode of origin of the great bloodvessels from the arch 
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of the aorta. Having lately had the opportunitj'' of dissecting 
another specimen which died in the Zoological Gardens of this 
city, he called attention to a slightly different disposition of these 
vessels. In this case an innominate gave off the right subclavian, 
right vertebral, the left subclavian, and left vertebral separately, 
and then terminated in the two common carotids. This arrange- 
ment also differs from that described by Prof. Owen, thus illustrat- 
ing the variability in the origin of the bloodvessels in these animals. 
The recurrent laryngeal nerve was found as described by the 
eminent anatomist just mentioned, that is, the lower two-thirds 
almost completely atrophied, while the upper third came from the 
pneumogastric just below the superior laryngeal. 

On the Habits of Quiscalus purpureus. — Joseph Willcox 
spoke of the custom of some crow blackbii-ds ( Quiscalus purpu- 
reus) of eating fish, and their method of catching them through 
the intervention of another animal. 

Last winter when on the shore of the St. John's River, near 
Lake Jessup, in Florida, he observed an unusual commotion among 
the crow blackbirds, wliich were congregating near the water, and 
anxiously looking into it. Soon a loud splash and noise were made 
in the vicinity bj' a large bass in making a charge upon his favor- 
ite food, the small fry, which, in their frantic efforts to escape, 
jumped out of the water, and many of them fell upon the land. 

The blackbirds, which were evidently experts at the game, im- 
mediately pounced upon the small fisli and swallowed them before 
they had time to hop back into the water. This performance was 
repeated many times. 

On one occasion he examined the stomach of a bass in order to 
ascertain what it had taken for dinner. In it he found a rat that 
had evidently been imprisoned only a short time. 



February 27. 
The President, Dr. Ruschenberger, in the chair. 
Forty-two members present. 

Frank L. Scribner and Mrs. Mary Wagner were elected mem- 
bers. 

Prof. Alphonse Favre of Geneva, Prof. Paul De Loriol of Ge- 
neva, Baron Ferdinand Freiherrn Von Richthofen of Berlin, Dr. 
Ferd. Von Hochstetter of Vienna, Prof. Edouard Desor of Neucha- 
tel, Prof. Ludwig Riitimeyer of Basel, Prof. Valerien De Mueller 
of St. Petersburg, H. Trautschold of Moscow, and Lieut. A. W. 
Vodges, U. S. A., were elected correspondents. 

The following papers were ordered to be printed : — 



